
Northwest Michigan Engine and Thresher Club, Inc. 

Monthly Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date:  8/6/2021                                     Time: 7:30pm                         Place:   Sam Zue Building 

Executive board members present:   ☒ Todd Benson, ☒ Brandon Jenkins,  ☒ Mike Woodward, ☒ Barb 

Hobson,  ☒ Janice Clous,  ☒ Larry Clous,  ☒ Frank Holzschu, ☒ Carl VanWylen, ☒ Ham Hobson,  ☒ Steve 

Scott, ☒  Jim Luper  ☒ Ron Decker (Past President) 

Meeting called to order at 7:40pm by President Todd Benson 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Membership 

Opening prayer was given by Pastor Hewlett 

There were two deaths, Randy Cook and Carl Cavwitch, a moment of silence was held in their honor. 

No illnesses were reported. 

Todd Benson thanked all who have been working both on the grounds and behind the scenes. 

Secretary Mike Woodward read the minutes from the July membership meeting. One correction, Larry Clous 

was present. They were approved as read. 

Financial Secretary Barb Hobson reported income of $5,930.95 for the month of July. She also read a letter 

received with a donation of $2,000 toward the future Machine shop. 

Treasurer Jan Clous reported expenses of $2,573.12 with an ending checkbook balance of $14,328.34 as of the 

end of the end of July. The savings has $32,837.65 

Both reports were approved as read 

The following were welcomed as new members by the membership. Sharon Case, Chloe Felske, Mark and 

Nancy Meyer, Richard and Suzanne Korb, Valerie Pruden and Steve and Becky Sluiter. 

Todd reminded everyone that tonight is the last night to be able to pay your dues to be able to work at show. 

The white board still has many projects on it. Anyone can take on a project or post one. There will be work bees 

on the railroad tomorrow, weed whacking, painting and a trench needs to be dug to the water fountain. 

There are only about 1100 ad books left, if you can get them out before show, please try. 

Kim will have the golf cart tags and regulations at the east gate.  

Pre-registration is taking place for member camping at the table on the east end of the building 

A portion of the wooden toy donation is on the grounds and will be displayed in the old-time necessities 

building during show for this year. Cabinets will be made for the basement of the club house for next year. 

There is still a lot of club walk behind equipment that can be displayed, see Carl if you’re interested. 



Todd and other members met with the Wexford Emergency Management Committee, the State Police and 

Sherriff to discuss traffic and other issues for show.  Not much has changed, Law enforcement will not allow us 

to reduce the speed on 633 rd. A command unit will be set up across from the east gate during show. 

The show camping permit is now in effect. The dump station will be locked at dark next Sunday as required by 

our permits. 

The club asked for utility vehicles to use for show, but none were made available. We may get some donated by 

dealers, but the decision was made to rent 4 at $385 each with a $500 delivery charge as they are needed. 

The decision was made since we are without chairpersons to man the exhibitor gate, all exhibitors will come in 

through the east gate this year. 

There are 3 bands lined up for evening concerts this year. They will play at the old dulcimer building, #22, at 

7:00pm Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. That way they will not have to shut down the train early and move it. 

A Generational tractor feature at the 2022 show has been proposed. It will be a special placard for tractors that 

have been in the same family, returned to the original family, etc. The membership was asked if it felt this 

would be a good idea. Most comments were positive. A show of hands was asked to show support or no 

support. The majority was for support of the idea. 

There will be in ground shuttles for show this hear. Eric Fields and Frank Darling will be coordinating them. 

They need riders on the back if you can help. 

Sound system equipment was purchased by the club for the sound booth. There will also be updates to grounds 

infrastructure relating to it in the future so announcements can be heard better.  

The crops were harvested. Our intended crop was supposed to be wheat, but it did not do as well as hoped. The 

rye crop was very, very good though so the threshing crew decided to use the rye for show.  

District Health Dept. #10 asked to have a pop up for Covid 19 shots at show. It will be set up near the EMS by 

the camping entrance gate on Saturday. Masks have been donated to be put at the gates if anyone wants one.  

It was reported that some committee’s have not cleaned up after work bees. Please clean up after yourselves 

when work is done. 

There have been many suggestions that the club needs to increase the dues amount after 2022. No decisions 

have been made but it will be talked about over the next year and if it is decided to proceed it will be a ballot 

proposal that will be brought to the membership for a vote. 

Barb has pre-sale tickets available for show. 

We lost the member who had taken over putting up the directional signs for show. Duane Gulliver will help this 

year, but a new volunteer is needed to take over this position. 

Pines camping seems to be taken care of for this year, but they will need help in the future. 

The shingle branding crew will need help this year and is looking for someone to take over in the future. 

Anyone wishing to run for a position on the board needs to notify Ron Decker before September 1st. All officers 

and two trustee positions are up for election. 



The floor was opened for committees needing help; Handicap shuttles, Sanitation and the parking lot all spoke 

of needing help.  

If your building has a fire extinguisher in it, please set it out on the porch if your building is not unlocked. They 

will be coming on August 16th to check them. The cider mill responded theirs is missing. 

 The coal should be okay for this year. The steamers are a little short on wood but there is some up in the woods 

that can be cut up. If you have any wood available, please let the steam committee know. 

The gentleman who normally sings the National Anthem will not be here every day for show. If you can help, 

please let Jim know, we do have it on tape if needed. 

The Memorial service will be Wednesday night the 18th at 6:00pm. 

There were no new donations to talk about for this month. The bus is on the grounds and a model train was 

donated. 

The pre-show meeting will be at 8:00pm Wednesday the 18th at the music pavilion. 

Announcements: 

 If your camper is setting on someone else’s show spot, please move it. Lisa has a list of what spots are 

reserved. 

 Campers must be at least 10’ apart, 25’ from an outhouse, no dumping of grey water on the ground and 

hoses are not allowed to be hooked up to campers.  

 Ron Decker needs a list of change so he can get it from the bank. 

 Remember, giving rides is mandatory if you have a golf cart or UTV on the grounds, Members are not 

allowed to accept donations from riders on the golf carts. If someone wants to give, please have them put it in 

one of the donation tubes that are at most buildings. 

 If you are not currently accessing the member page on the web site, please take advantage of it. There 

are many good items posted there. 

 The fuel in the club tanks has been tested and is good. New fuel will be brought in as needed and it will 

be for sale during show. 

 Handicap shuttles need drivers and riders. 

 The east gate and exhibitor crew will be meeting at the east end of the building after the meeting. 

 The next membership meeting will be September 10th at 7:30pm. 

 If you are on the camping committee, please see Lisa 

Jan and Larry are handling the golf carts. All members are asked to please DO NOT call the golf cart company 

on their own asking where they are. Please DO NOT call the porta john company as well.  

All members using the showers, please clean up after yourselves and help keep the area clean.  



A member remarked that the on grounds privy’s smell. She asked if something could be put in them to make 

them smell better.  

The general store needs decorations for one side of the windows. They have enough to keep the other side for a 

few years. 

New calendars are on sale tonight for $10 dollars. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:38pm 

Submitted by club Secretary, Mike Woodward 

 


